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now recognised by the pope as emperor-elect, was able
to give John, his uncle, some assistance. But Philip felt
strong enough to demand the surrender of the whole of
the Yexin to himself, and the hereditary lands of the
house of Anjou to Arthur, and on the refusal he set to
work to capture the lands for himself. For a time he
had a disagreement with the Bretons, and Arthur returned
to his uncle: but by the end of the year he was again
in alliance with Philip, and his mother had made a new
marriage with Almeric of Thouars, who would give her
son new strength in the Angevin lands.
Philip, however, had now greater dangers about his
path than any that John's hostility could bring. On
December 6, 1199, he was excommunicated by the
papal legate. Peter of Capua, for his adulterous union
with Agnes of Meran, and his land was laid under
interdict, A temporary peace seemed to him unavoid-
able. The two kings met on the arid plain which lies
between Gaillon and the rock whence the glittering
tower of Chateau Gailkrd commands for miles the whole
valley of the Seine. A strange alliance was patched up
by the diplomacy of the aged Eleanor of Aquitaine.
Louis, King Philip's son, was to marry Blanche of Castile,
daughter of Alfonso VIII. and Eleanor, King John's
sister, and to the bride were to be given Evreux and the
lands Philip had won in Normandy.
This treaty was made in January 1200. Four months
later it was renewed with stipulations still more favour-
able to John. On May 22 Louis and Blanche were
married. Arthur did homage to John for Brittany, and
John himself was admitted as tenant for all the
Angevin lands. The alliance could hardly have been